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Choral Evensong —_—
Sunday, 14 June, 2026 COVENTRY

The Second Sunday after Trinity CATHEDRAL

Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong, led by The Reverend Su McClellan,
Cathedral Associate Minister. Donald Parr, Cathedral Reader, will be preaching.
The Cathedral Chamber Choir is directed by Liam Condon, Assistant Director of
Music. The organist is Adam Heron, Organ Scholar. The responses are those by
John Reading (c. 1645-1692).
We encourage our visitors to take photographs of our beautiful cathedral,
but please no photography during the service.
If you would like to access the loop system, please speak to one of the vergers.

Introit
God be in my head and in my understanding.
God be in mine eyes and in my looking.
God be in my mouth and in my speaking.
God be in mine heart and in my thinking.
God be at my end and in my departing.

Words from the Sarum Primer
Music by John Rutter (b. 1945)

Psalm 43
|.Give sentence with me, O God, and defend my cause against the
ungodly people *

O deliver me from the deceitful and wicked man.

2.For thou art the God of my strength, why hast thou put me from
thee *
and why go | so heavily, while the enemy oppresseth me?

3.0 send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me *
and bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling.

4.And that | may go unto the altar of God, even unto the God of my
joy and gladness *
and upon the harp will | give thanks unto thee, O God, my God.



5.Why art thou so heavy, O my soul *
and why art thou so disquieted within me?

6.0 put thy trust in God *
for | will yet give him thanks, which is the help of my countenance, and
my God.

The First Lesson

Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: and Ahimelech was
afraid at the meeting of David, and said unto him, Why art thou alone,
and no man with thee?

And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king hath commanded
me a business, and hath said unto me, Let no man know any thing of
the business whereabout | send thee, and what | have commanded
thee: and | have appointed my servants to such and such a place.
Now therefore what is under thine hand? give me five loaves of bread
in mine hand, or what there is present.

And the priest answered David, and said, There is no common bread
under mine hand, but there is hallowed bread; if the young men have
kept themselves at least from women.

And David answered the priest, and said unto him, Of a truth women
have been kept from us about these three days, since | came out, and
the vessels of the young men are holy, and the bread is in a manner
common, yea, though it were sanctified this day in the vessel.

So the priest gave him hallowed bread: for there was no bread there
but the shewbread, that was taken from before the Lord, to put hot
bread in the day when it was taken away.

Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained
before the Lord; and his name was Doeg, an Edomite, the chiefest of
the herdmen that belonged to Saul.

And David said unto Ahimelech, And is there not here under thine
hand spear or sword? for | have neither brought my sword nor my
weapons with me, because the king’s business required haste.

And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou
slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth
behind the ephod: if thou wilt take that, take it: for there is no other
save that here. And David said, There is none like that; give it me.
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And David arose and fled that day for fear of Saul, and went to Achish
the king of Gath.

And the servants of Achish said unto him, Is not this David the king of
the land? did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul
hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands?

And David laid up these words in his heart, and was sore afraid of
Achish the king of Gath.

And he changed his behaviour before them, and feigned himself mad in
their hands, and scrabbled on the doors of the gate, and let his spittle
fall down upon his beard.

Then said Achish unto his servants, Lo, ye see the man is mad:
wherefore then have ye brought him to me?

Have | need of mad men, that ye have brought this fellow to play the
mad man in my presence!? shall this fellow come into my house?

| Samuel 21.1-15

The Magnificat
Evening Service in E Flat Herbert Brewer (1865—1928)

The Second Lesson

And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass,
when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people
wondered.

But some of them said, He casteth out devils through Beelzebub the
chief of the devils.

And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven.

But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, Every kingdom divided
against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided against a
house falleth.

If Satan also be divided against himself, how shall his kingdom stand?
because ye say that | cast out devils through Beelzebub.

And if | by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them
out! therefore shall they be your judges.

But if | with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of
God is come upon you.

When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace:
But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him,
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he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his
spoils.

He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with
me scattereth.

When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry
places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, | will return unto my
house whence | came out.

And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished.

Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked
than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of
that man is worse than the first.

And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman of the
company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb
that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked.

But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God,

and keep it
Luke I1:14-22

The Nunc Dimittis
Evening Service in E Flat Herbert Brewer (1865—1928)

The Collect of the Day

O Lord, who never failest to help and govern them whom thou dost
bring up in thy stedfast fear and love; Keep us, we beseech thee,
under the protection of thy good providence, and make us to have a
perpetual fear and love of thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Anthem

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

To an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.



But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation. Pass the time of your sojourning here in fear. See that ye

love one another with a pure heart fervently.

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
word of God. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the
flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. Amen.

Words from | Peter 1.3-5,15,17,18,22-25
Music by S.S. Wesley (1810-1876)

Glory to thee, my God, this night
for all the blessings of the light;
keep me, O keep me, King of kings,
beneath thy own almighty wings.

Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son,
the ill that | this day have done,

that with the world, myself, and thee,
I, ere | sleep, at peace may be.

Teach me to live, that | may dread
the grave as little as my bed;
teach me to die, that so | may

rise glorious at the aweful day.

O may my soul on thee repose,
and may sweet sleep mine eyelids close,
sleep that may me more vigorous make
to serve my God when | awake.

When in the night | sleepless lie,

my soul with heavenly thoughts supply;
let no ill dreams disturb my rest,

no powers of darkness me molest.

The Hymn



Praise God, from who all blessings flow,
praise him, all creatures here below,
praise him above, angelic host,

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Words by Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Tune CP 14 Tallis’s Canon Thomas Tallis (c.1505-1585)

Voluntary
Marche Héroique by Herbert Brewer (1865—1928)

If you would like to make a one-off donation to the Cathedral via your
phone, or set up a recurring donation, please use the QR code below. There
are also contactless donation points and collection boxes near the entrance.

Thank you for your support.




Safeguarding at Coventry Cathedral
We are committed to the safeguarding of all people. For details, please visit
https://www.coventrycathedral.org.uk/safeguarding
Our Safeguarding Team are:

Canon Nitano Jane Williams Jo Brake
Interim Cathedral Safeguarding
Chapter Community Lead for Policy

Safeguarding Safeguarding and Process
Lead Officer

You can report a concern to our Safeguarding Team by emailing
cathedral.safeguarding@coventrycathedral.org.uk
or phoning 02476 52 1360
Alternatively, you can contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team led by Sarah
Price by phoning 024 7652 1345 or emailing
safeguarding@coventry.anglican.org

COMMUNITY NEWS

Embrace the Middle East
Communities supported by Embrace the Middle East in Lebanon are
continuing their vital work in the midst of appalling levels of bombardment
and the displacement of over 1.2 million people. As crisis builds on crisis,
many of their long-standing funding streams, particularly from the United
States, are drying up. These trusted local partners
are asking simply not to be forgotten. If you are
able you are invited to give to Embrace’s
Middle East Emergency Appeal, Keeping
Hope Alive helping to provide emergency
medical care, food aid, trauma care and mental
health support, for those, particularly the children,
caught up in the war.
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In moments like this, headlines can move quickly - but fear, disruption,
and trauma settle deeply and last. Thank you for standing with the
Middle East at a time like this. When you give, you are not watching
from a distance - you are equipping trusted people on the ground to
act with compassion, skill, and urgency. To give visit
https://embraceme.org/emergency-appeal or use the QR code here.
Thank you.

Cathedral Small Groups
The St Michael's Committee which represents the congregations of the
Cathedral and takes responsibility for developing our shared life met
this week. One of the things we discussed was small groups. Small
groups have many different names in the Church: fellowship groups,
bible study groups, cell groups life groups and (particularly in Coventry
Cathedral) foyers! But the thing they have in common is that they are
opportunities for members of the congregation to come together in
smaller groups! Lots of people find meeting together outside of the
main Sunday service is a helpful thing. But different sorts of small
groups work for different people. So the St Michael's Committee
would like to hear from YOU. Would you be interested in joining a
small group of some sort - and what would your IDEAL small group
look like?
To help us find out, why not complete this 2-minute anonymous quiz:
https://forms.gle/piZQL2cM7hSxa3Cdé
If you might be interested in starting a small group, please let us know!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Can you help? We are looking for people who might be able to
support our dedicated team of choir chaperones. You would be
responsible for the safety and pastoral care of our wonderful
choristers during rehearsals and services on a rota basis. Could you
offer some time in the early evenings on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or
Thursdays, or on a Saturday morning, or before and during our Sunday
services? Are you kind and able to work well with children? Are you
reliable and willing to work with our policies to keep children safe?


https://embraceme.org/emergency-appeal

This is an important role and so volunteers will go through our safer

recruitment process, have a DBS check and complete training as part

of our firm commitment to promoting a safe environment and culture
for children, young people and vulnerable adults.

For more information, please speak to Jane Williams or email the
Music Department Administrator at
April.Griffiths@Coventry.Anglican.org

COMMUNITY OF THE CROSS OF NAILS

CCN Young Reconcilers Gathering
4-7" August 2026

Coventry’s story is as relevant today as it’s ever been. This summer,
we are inviting young people aged 18-25 to come and be excited by its

significance in a world in conflict. Together we will reflect on how it

can reach into situations large and small and learn with us some key

reconciliation skills and practice, alongside different nationalities of
young peacebuilders. Our Cathedral and Diocese team will lead them
through a full programme of talks and workshops, all within the regular

rhythm of the cathedral’s prayer and worship.

Earlybird cost (non-residential®) is £120 per person, to include all
meals and refreshments from the Tuesday evening until the Friday
afternoon.

Those attending the full gathering until its close on Friday lunchtime
will receive a Foundation Certificate in Reconciliation & Peacebuilding
from Coventry Cathedral. Please consider this for yourself or share
this information with young people you know. If you might be willing
to sponsor a place for a young person, please speak to Kate.

COMING SOON
Windrush Service
Sunday, 2 I* June at 3pm
Join us for a special Windrush Commemorative Service, as we give
thanks for the faith, courage and immeasurable contribution of the
Windrush Generation and their descendants. Through the music of
young Afro-Caribbean artists, prayer and storytelling, we will honour
those who helped shape the life of Britain and the Church, while
reflecting on the ongoing call to justice.
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Petertide Ordinations
Priests on Saturday, 27" June at 4pm
and
Deacons on Sunday, 29" June atl0.30am
Bishop Sophie will preside at the ordination of priests and deacons
later this month. Please note that the ordination of Deacons is within

the context of our usual Cathedral Eucharist, so ALL are warmly
invited to join these services as we prayerfully support those being

ordained and their families.

South Asian Heritage Celebration
Saturday, 25 July 2026, |2pm-3pm
Save the Date

Join us for a joyful celebration of South Asian heritage, culture, faith,

and community. The afternoon will include music, dance, poetry,

prayer, a keynote address, opportunities to hear personal stories
through a panel discussion, and shared food and fellowship. All are

warmly invited to come and celebrate the richness and diversity of our
communities together. More details to follow.
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Joe Watson  Liam Condon  Phoebe Higham Hannah Capstick  NickDrew  Luke Busbridge
(Conductor) (Organist) (Soprano) (Alto) (Tenor)

SCAN ME
TICKETS: £5
SCAN TOBOOK OR www.coventrycathedral.org.uk
VISIT OUR WEBSITE (£) CoventryCathedralMusic




