Choral Evensong

Sunday, 6™ September, 2026
The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity ER-IVEESE/Y\L

Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong, led by
The Reverend Canon Nitano Muller, Canon for worship and Welcome. Our
preacher this evening is The Reverend Canon Kate Massey, Canon for Arts and
Reconciliation and Acting Dean.
This evening we welcome back our choir from their Summer break
and introduce our new probationers.

The Cathedral Choir is directed by Joe Watson, Acting Director of Music. The
organists are Liam Condon, Assistant Director of Music and Adam Heron, Organ
Scholar.

The responses are those by Richard Ayleward (1626-1669).

We encourage our visitors to take photographs of our beautiful cathedral,
but please no photography during the service.

If you would like to access the loop system, please speak to one of the vergers.

Introit
Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness: make thy way plain before
my face. For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety.

Words Psalm 5:8, 4:9
Music by Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)

Psalm 108
I. O God, my heart is ready, my heart is ready ¢
| will sing and give praise with the best member that | have.
2. Awake, thou lute, and harp ¢
| myself will awake right early.
3. | will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the people ¢
| will sing praises unto thee among the nations.
4. For thy mercy is greater than the heavens *
and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds.
5. Set up thyself, O God, above the heavens ¢
and thy glory above all the earth.

6. That thy beloved may be delivered ¢
let thy right hand save them, and hear thou me.



7. God hath spoken in his holiness ¢

| will rejoice therefore, and divide Sichem,

and mete out the valley of Succoth.

8. Gilead is mine, and Manasses is mine ¢

Ephraim also is the strength of my head.

9. Judah is my law-giver, Moab is my wash-pot ¢

over Edom will | cast out my shoe, upon Philistia will | triumph.
10. Who will lead me into the strong city ¢

and who will bring me into Edom?

I'l. Hast not thou forsaken us, O God ¢
and wilt not thou, O God, go forth with our hosts!?

[2. O help us against the enemy ¢
for vain is the help of man.

I3. Through God we shall do great acts *
and it is he that shall tread down our enemies.

The First Lesson

'>?'And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

’Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel,
saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth?

“Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord GoD; | will make this
proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel;
but say unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of every vision.
“For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divination
within the house of Israel.

“For | am the LORD: | will speak, and the word that | shall speak shall
come to pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for in your days, O
rebellious house, will | say the word, and will perform it, saith the
Lord Gob.

**Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying.

’’Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that he
seeth is for many days to come, and he prophesieth of the times that
are far off.



*Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gob; There shall none
of my words be prolonged any more, but the word which | have
spoken shall be done, saith the Lord Gob.

'*' And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

’Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and
say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the
word of the LORD;

“Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow
their own spirit, and have seen nothing!

‘O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts.

*Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the
house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD.

“They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The LORD saith: and
the LORD hath not sent them: and they have made others to hope that
they would confirm the word.

’Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying
divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith it; albeit | have not spoken?
Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken vanity,
and seen lies, therefore, behold, | am against you, saith the Lord Gob.
’And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that
divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall
they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they
enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that | am the Lord Gob.
"“Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace;
and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed
it with untempered morter:

''Say unto them which daub it with untempered morter, that it shall
fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones,
shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it.

Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the
daubing wherewith ye have daubed it?

“Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; | will even rend it with a stormy
wind in my fury; and there shall be an overflowing shower in mine
anger, and great hailstones in my fury to consume it.

“So will | break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered
morter, and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation
thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in
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the midst thereof: and ye shall know that | am the LORD.

“Thus will | accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that
have daubed it with untempered morter, and will say unto you, The
wall is no more, neither they that daubed it;

"“To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem,

and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the
Lord Gob.

2 Kings 6:24-25, 7:3-End

The Magnificat
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in F by George Dyson (1883-1964)

The Second Lesson

' While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior
regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. ‘He said
to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became
believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a
Holy Spirit.” “Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “John baptized with the
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” *On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. “When Paul had laid his hands
on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues
and prophesied— ’altogether there were about twelve of them.

*He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly, and
argued persuasively about the kingdom of God. "When some
stubbornly refused to believe and spoke evil of the Way before the
congregation, he left them, taking the disciples with him, and argued
daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. '“This continued for two years, so
that all the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of
the Lord. ''God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, '’so that
when the handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were
brought to the sick, their diseases left them, and the evil spirits came
out of them.

“Then some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to use the name of the
Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, ““l adjure you by the

4



Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” '“Seven sons of a Jewish high priest
named Sceva were doing this. "°But the evil spirit said to them in reply,
“Jesus | know, and Paul | know; but who are you?” '“Then the man with
the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered them all, and so overpowered
them that they fled out of the house naked and wounded. "When this
became known to all residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks,
everyone was awestruck; and the name of the Lord Jesus was

praised. '°Also many of those who became believers confessed and
disclosed their practices. '’A number of those who practiced magic
collected their books and burned them publicly; when the value of
these books was calculated, it was found to come to fifty thousand

silver coins. “So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.
Acts 19:1-20

The Nunc Dimittis
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in F by George Dyson (1883-1964)

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, give unto us the increase of faith, hope,
and charity; and, that we may obtain that which thou dost promise,
make us to love that which thou dost command; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Anthem

For the beauty of the earth,

for the beauty of the skies,

for the love which from our birth

over and around us lies,

Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our joyful hymn of praise.

For the beauty of each hour

of the day and of the night,

hill and vale and tree and flower,
sun and moon and stars of light:



For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above,
for all gentle thoughts and mild:

For each perfect gift of thine,

to our race so freely given,

graces human and divine,

flowers of earth and buds of heaven:

Words by Folliot Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917)
Music by John Rutter (b. 1945)

The Hymn

The kingdom of God is justice and joy,

for Jesus restores what sin would destroy;
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know,

and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow.

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace,

the captives are freed, the sinners find place,

the outcast are welcomed God’s banquet to share,
and hope is awakened in place of despair.

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice,
believe the good news, repent and rejoice!

His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross,
our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.

God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal,
in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole;

the heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call,
and all things cry ‘Glory!’ to God all in all.

Words by Bryn Rees (1911-1983)
Tune CP 591 Hanover A Supplement to the New Version (1708)

The Organ Voluntary
Toccata in F by Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)



If you would like to make a one-off donation to the Cathedral via your
phone, or set up a recurring donation, please use the QR code below. There
are also contactless donation points and collection boxes near the entrance.

Thank you for your support.

Safeguarding at Coventry Cathedral
We are committed to the safeguarding of all people. For details, please
visit https://www.coventrycathedral.org.uk/safeguarding
Our Safeguarding Team are:
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Canon Jane Williams Jo Brake
Nitano
Interim Cathedral Safeguarding
Chapter Community Lead for Policy
Safeguarding Safeguarding and Process
Lead Officer

You can report a concern to our Safeguarding Team by emailing
cathedral.safeguarding@coventrycathedral.org.uk
or phoning 02476 52 1360
Alternatively, you can contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team led by
Sarah Price by phoning 024 7652 1345 or emailing
safeguarding@coventry.anglican.org
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JOINING OUR CHOIRS

Boys and girls between the ages of 7 and | | are welcome to audition
for our Cathedral Choir. Do you know a child who loves to sing?
There are many benefits to joining the choir — new friends, a free,

world-class music education, choir pay, singing services and at special

events in amazing places, choir tours, broadcasts, recordings and social
events too. If you or someone you know might be interested in joining
the choir, please be in touch with the Acting Director of Music to
arrange a meeting. Email:
Music.Administrator@CoventryCathedral.org.uk

Our Cathedral Chamber Choir
Our Cathedral Chamber Choir sing voluntarily at various services
throughout the year and are currently open for auditions on all voice
parts. Rehearsals usually take place on occasional Thursday evenings in
the lead up to a service. If you would be interested in joining our
Chamber Choir, please get in touch with Liam Condon, Assistant
Director of Music, for an audition.
Email: Liam.Condon@coventry.anglican.org

Coventry Cathedral Chorus
The Chorus is one of the Midlands’ leading amateur choirs, bringing
together around 60 singers to perform a wide range of choral music in
and beyond Coventry. Founded shortly after the consecration of
Coventry Cathedral in 1963, the Chorus continues a rich tradition of
singing in notable venues across the UK and Europe.
Rehearsals take place at the Cathedral on Tuesday evenings, 7.15—
9.30pm. New singers are always welcome. To find out more or
arrange to attend a rehearsal, visit coventrycathedralchorus.com or
contact the Membership Secretary at
membership@coventrycathedralchorus.com. Follow Coventry
Cathedral Chorus on Facebook and @CovCathChorus on X.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Children’s Work at the Cathedral
We are so excited to begin offering age-appropriate faith activities for
our younger worshippers and hope this will make the Cathedral a
more welcoming space for families with children. during our 10.30am
Sunday service

We are planning to start this group in September and so are beginning
to safely recruit our Children's Group volunteers. We are mainly
looking for Children's Group Helpers who will support group leaders
in welcoming the children and keeping them safe. However, if you have
some experience of leading children's groups and have some time and
energy to spare, you might want to be a Children's Group Leader and
so do speak to Sarah Raistrick or Kate if you wonder which role fits
you best. Recruitment packs including role descriptions will be
available at the Cathedral on Sunday mornings which will contain all
the information you require. These are new roles in the Cathedral and
all of the team will need to be safely recruited - even if you have
already been safely recruited for another role.

However, if you have done the necessary safeguarding training in the
past three years, you will not need to repeat this. All roles require an
enhanced DBS with Barring (Children’s List).

Do please pray for this new development in the life of our cathedral.

Baptism & Confirmation
Young people and adults who are interested in exploring Baptism and
Confirmation are warmly invited to speak to Canon Nitano Muller.
The next Confirmation Service will take place at Coventry Cathedral
on Sunday 27 September at 4.00pm. Preparation sessions will be held
at St Michael’s House on Thursday |7 September and Thursday 24
September, both at 7.00pm.
If you would like to find out more or register your interest, please
contact Nitano.Muller@Coventry.Anglican.org.


mailto:Nitano.Muller@Coventry.Anglican.org

Bring your own mug!

If you’re a regular with us, please consider bringing your own reusable
mug for coffee after the service. It’s a small way we can care for
creation, reduce waste and be good stewards of the resources

entrusted to us.
Your mug. Our coffee. A little less waste.

COMING SOON

Combined Community Lunch
Sunday, 27 September | 1.00pm
Join us after the Cathedral Eucharist as we celebrate Michaelmas
together as a community. We will be joined by members of St Clare’s
for a combined Bring-and-Share Lunch, with light entertainment
and activities to help us get to know one another.

We hope as many of you as possible will join us for this special
occasion as we gather around the table, celebrate our communities
and begin what we hope will become a regular feature of our shared

life.
This will be followed by a service of Confirmation, led by our Bishop at
4pm (this service will replace Choral Evensong).

Reconciliation Patronal Service
Tuesday 29 September | 6.45pm
We are delighted to mark our Patronal Festival of St Michael and Al
Angels with a special service that will be recorded live for BBC Radio
4. We warmly encourage members of our congregation to come and
be part of this special occasion. Doors open at 6.15pm, and the
congregation must be seated by 6.40pm, ready for the service and
recording to begin promptly at 6.45pm.
Please note: no late entry will be possible once the recording has
begun.
The service will subsequently be broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on Sunday
Il October at 8.10am.
Come and celebrate our patronal festival with us and help us make this
a joyful and memorable occasion for our Cathedral community.
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Daily Services at the Cathedral:

Regular services at the Cathedral follow this pattern. For special
services and up-to-date information about one-off cancellations of the
services below, please check the calendar on the Cathedral website:
https://www.coventrycathedral.org.uk/full-calendar

Monday - Friday
8:30 — 9:00am: Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
12 — 12:10pm: The Litany of Reconciliation
(followed on Thursdays by BCP Holy Communion)
4 — 4:30pm: Evening Prayer
(or Wednesday and Thursday during school terms: Choral Evensong, 5:15 -
6pm)
Saturday
2 — 12:10pm: The Litany of Reconciliation
Sunday
10:30 — | 1:45am: The Cathedral Eucharist
4 — 5pm: Choral Evensong


https://www.coventrycathedral.org.uk/full-calendar

